Costs, Benefits, and Effectiveness (Continued)

o Improvement: The panel thought that many of NCRVE's products could be
neiptui in solving routine problems 1n vocational education, but the
panel also concluded that they are unlikely to assist significantly 1n
Improving vocational education.

o Management: The panel concluded that NCRVE has been well-managed 1n
routine administrative matters, but Its written dellverables suggest
that NCRVE has been less well-managed at a policy level.

(OVAE has indicated that "the number of NCRVE products and clients makes
any comprehensive measure of its benefits difficult, (but) 1t has been
shown that its products are not only widely used by every State in this
nation but are utilized by many other nations, as well." In addition,
OVAE notes that NCRVE's "clearinghouse, electronic newsletter, and message
switching systems communicate rapidly with users; and Its conferences and
training for the 57 State Research Coordinating Directors, State Personnel
Development Directors, and the six Curriculum Coordination Center Direct-
ors among others, have substantially expanded and enhanced the national
network for program improvement in vocational education.")

Benefits from the National Occupational Information Coordinating Committee:
Since the major innovations made during riscai year  i aware so recent,
results cannot yet be stated.

Benefits From Curriculum Coordination Centers; The Office of Vocational
and Adult Education estimates "thatriT'al I the CCC-d1ssem1nated curriculum
materials adopted during FY 1982 had been separately developed at each of
the using sites, nearly $4 million 1n costs would have been incurred (see
E.2 below).

D.     Plans for Program Improvement and Recommendations for Legislation

The Administration's proposed Vocational and Adult Education Consolidation
Act Includes a Federal set-aside for discretionary projects from which
up to 5 percent of the total appropriation could be used. Projects
similar to those now supported under PNS could be funded.
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